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UMass Boston Libraries and OER 
What Can You and Your Students Access for Free? 
Andrew Elder 
Mary Moser 
Xuan Pang 
Joanne Riley 
 
University Libraries, UMass Boston 
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Introduction and OA Overview 
Mary Moser 
Head of Reference, Outreach, 
Instruction, and Public Services 
mary.moser@umb.edu  
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Who Are We? 
▸ Mary Moser 
Head of Reference, Outreach, Instruction, and Public Services 
▸ Xuan Pang 
Head of Resource Sharing and Document Delivery 
▸ Andrew Elder 
Digital Archives and Outreach Librarian 
▸ Joanne Riley 
University Archivist and Curator of Special Collections 
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The Library Can Help You! 
▸ Library databases 
▸ Subscription resources 
▸ Course reserves (print and electronic) 
▸ Resource sharing 
▸ Institutional repositories 
▸ Primary sources and archival material 
▸ Personalized consultations, guidance, 
advice, and support 
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Define “Open”… 
Open Educational Resources (OER) 
“Teaching, learning, and research resources that 
reside in the public domain or have been released 
under an intellectual property license that permits 
their free use and re-purposing by others. Open 
educational resources include full courses, course 
materials, modules, textbooks, streaming videos, 
tests, software, and any other tools, materials, or 
techniques used to support access to knowledge.” 
-William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
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Define “Open”… 
Open Access (OA) 
“Free availability on the public internet, permitting 
any users to read, download, copy, distribute, 
print, search, or link to the full texts of these 
articles…without financial, legal, or technical 
barriers…The only constraint on reproduction and 
distribution, and the only role for copyright in this 
domain, should be to give authors control over the 
integrity of their work and the right to be properly 
acknowledged and cited.” 
-Budapest Open Access Initiative 
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Define “Open”… 
What OA means for course materials: 
No cost, available online,  
free of most licensing restrictions 
 
 
What OA does NOT mean for  
course materials: 
No peer review/editorial process,  
lower quality 
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Define “Open”… 
OA Gold 
Freely available online 
 
 
OA Green 
Self-archiving in institutional repositories 
(Currently 80% of journals allow this type of OA) 
 
- Peter Suber 
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Define “Open”… 
For the purposes of this presentation… 
“Library Gold” 
Freely available online to anyone 
“Library Green” 
Available at no additional cost to UMass 
Boston population 
OA materials are a type of OERs 
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Some Context for OA 
Open Access Explained 
http://tinyurl.com/OAExplained 
Science and Open Access 
http://tinyurl.com/OAScience 
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Open Access Mandates 
▸ National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
Grant-funded articles must be publicly accessible via PubMed 
Central no later than 12 months after publication 
▸ European Research Council 
ERC-funded research articles must be made publicly available no 
later than 6 months after publication 
▸ UNESCO: 2012 Paris OER Declaration 
“The Universal Declaration of Human Rights…states that: ‘Everyone 
has the right to education’” 
▸ UMass Boston 
“The Faculty of the University of Massachusetts Boston (‘UMass 
Boston’) is committed to disseminating the fruits of its research and 
scholarship as widely as possible.” 
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Additional OA Resources 
Stay informed 
▸ Open Access Tracking Project (OATP) 
▸ Registry of Open Access Repositories Mandatory 
Archiving Policies (ROARMAP) 
Learn more 
▸ Open Access Overview by Peter Suber 
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Resource Sharing and OA 
Xuan Pang 
Head of Resource Sharing and 
Document Delivery 
xuan.pang@umb.edu 
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Get it Now, Get it Free,  
Get it By Yourself 
 
▸ University Libraries Resource Sharing and 
Document Delivery 
▸ University Libraries Course Reserves  
▸ Available Open Access resources (both “library 
green” and “library gold”) 
▸ Access high-quality and most current materials free 
of charge 
▸ Enhance your teaching and research 
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Get it Now, Get it Free,  
Get it By Yourself 
▸ Healey Library Resource Sharing and 
Document Delivery 
▸ We share 
resources with other institutions globally 
▸ We obtain 
materials through our worldwide Resource 
Sharing and Document Delivery network   
▸ We deliver 
information to you free of charge 
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Get it Now, Get it Free,  
We Can Help! 
     
Healey Library Electronic Reserves  
(E-Reserves) Services 
▸ We place course materials on the libraries’  
e-reserves platform  
▸ Students can access them 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week 
▸ All e-reserve documents are password protected, 
providing compliance with copyright laws 
▸ Build an electronic “course pack” at no additional 
cost to the student 
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Available Open Access Resources 
23 Open Access Databases at Healey Library 
       
 
Library homepage  
Databases & Indexes  
Select Open Access 
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Available Open Access Resources 
23 Open Access Databases at Healey Library 
▸ Google Scholar 
▸ WorldCat @ UMass Boston 
▸ ERIC (Educational Resources Information 
Center) 
▸ BioMed Central 
▸ PubMed Central  
These databases are available at 2 levels: free to the 
public and enhanced access available to subscribers 
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Available Open Access Resources 
23 Open Access Databases at Healey Library 
▸ Open Access Journals 
▸ Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) 
▸ Open Access Books 
Directory of Open Access Books (DOAB) 
 Internet Archive   
▸ Social Networking Sites 
ResearchGate.net    
Academia.edu 
 Social networking sites may contain “OA green” versions 
and not the final published versions of manuscripts 
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We Can Help You! 
Contact xuan.pang@umb.edu or 
library.reserves@umb.edu for questions about 
making content available to your students at no 
additional cost to them! 
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Institutional Repositories and OA 
Andrew Elder 
Digital Archives and Outreach Librarian 
andrew.elder@umb.edu  
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▸ About ScholarWorks at UMass Boston 
▸ An institutional repository for showcasing scholarship and 
research 
▸ A means of preserving and providing access to scholarship and 
research out of UMass Boston 
▸ A publishing platform for books, journals, and conference 
proceedings 
▸ A service of the UMass Boston Library 
▸ Departments and individual faculty may retain editorial control 
over their publications 
 
▸ ScholarWorks and Institutional Repositories 
 
▸ ScholarWorks and Open Educational Resources 
ScholarWorks at UMass Boston 
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By the Numbers … 
▸ More than 5,000 publications (articles, research 
reports, presentations, theses/dissertations, etc.) 
▸ Since the site was launched in 2010, the 
publications on ScholarWorks have been 
downloaded nearly 700,000 times 
▸ In the past year alone, publications on the site have 
been downloaded 273,000 times 
▸ 151 Author Pages on ScholarWorks 
Currently home to faculty and student publications, open 
access journals, conference proceedings, and more 
 
ScholarWorks: Overview 
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Open Access Publishing 
▸ Journal Publishing 
▸ New England Journal of Public Policy (44 issues, over 600 articles) 
▸ Human Architecture (27 issues, over 400 articles) 
▸ Trotter Review (36 issues, over 300 articles) 
▸ Current Issues in Emerging eLearning (2 issues, launched in 2014) 
▸ Conference Proceedings 
▸ New England Women’s Policy Conference (Center for Women in 
Politics and Public Policy, 2014) 
▸ Older Driver Safety Summit (Gerontology Institute, upcoming 2015) 
▸ Student Work 
▸ Graduate History Conference (proceedings, since 2012) 
▸ Theses, dissertations, and undergraduate honors theses 
▸ Open Access Books and Textbooks … ? 
ScholarWorks: Opportunities 
  
UMass Boston Libraries and OER  |  March 13, 2015  
ScholarWorks: Author Pages 
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▸ Create an Author Page 
▸ Consider the platform as a place for conference 
proceedings 
▸ Start a journal 
▸ Create open educational resources for your 
classes, like textbooks 
▸ Review the campus Open Access Policy and 
connect with the Healey Library 
ScholarWorks: How to Get Involved 
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UMass Boston Open Access Policy 
Approved by Faculty Council, Oct. 2012 
▸ Each Faculty member grants to UMass Boston nonexclusive 
permission to make available his or her scholarly articles and to 
exercise the copyright in those articles for the purpose of open 
dissemination.  
▸ The university waives application of the license for a particular 
article or delays access for a specified period of time upon express 
direction by a Faculty member. No questions asked. 
▸ The faculty member or researcher provides an electronic copy of 
the author’s final version of each article to the library. 
▸ More information: http://scholarworks.umb.edu/for_authors.html      
Copyright, Author Rights, and 
Open Access 
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We can help you! 
http://blogs.umb.edu/archives/collections/ 
scholarworks   
http://scholarworks.umb.edu/for_authors.html  
http://scholarworks.umb.edu/about.html  
andrew.elder@umb.edu 
Find Your Library Liaison: 
http://blogs.umb.edu/library/librarians  
 
ScholarWorks at UMass Boston 
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Using Archival Materials 
Joanne Riley 
University Archivist and Curator of 
Special Collections 
joanne.riley@umb.edu 
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Archival Resources:  
Untapped Goldmines 
▸ Promote student engagement 
 
▸ Rich source for Open 
Education Resources 
 
▸ Many freely available for non-
commercial, educational use 
 
▸ Archives can often provide 
permission to use scans of 
original documents and 
photographs under copyright 
in their collections 
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Archival Materials as Source 
Materials for Many Disciplines… 
▸ History 
▸ Social Sciences 
▸ Medicine and Nursing 
▸ Public Policy 
▸ Creative Writing 
▸ … 
 BOTH PHYSICAL, PAPER COLLECTIONS AND 
ONLINE, DIGITIZED COLLECTIONS 
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How to Find Archival Material? 
http://beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid/ 
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http://beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid  
ArchiveGrid 
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www.WorldCat.org 
Search for 
a place, a 
personal 
name, a 
topic.   
 
Then  
limit to 
“Archival 
Material” 
WorldCat 
http://umassboston.worldcat.org  
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http://www.worldcat.org  
WorldCat 
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http://www.worldcat.org provides location of the  
Collection plus contact information 
WorldCat 
  
UMass Boston Libraries and OER  |  March 13, 2015  
Collection Descriptions  
(Finding Aids) 
▸ Every archive maintains printed Finding 
Aids that describe their collections. 
 
▸ Usually the Finding Aids are  
digitized and made available on the 
Archives website 
▸ Finding Aids are like a card catalog  
for Archives.  They are key to  
gaining access to a collection. 
 
▸ UMass Boston Archives and Special 
Collections Finding Aids: 
http://openarchives.umb.edu 
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Sample Finding Aid for a Manuscript 
Collection 
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Many 
archives 
have digital 
repositories 
online – 
photos, 
video and 
audio files 
http://openarchives.umb.edu   
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http://openarchives.umb.edu   
Open Archives at UMass Boston 
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Digital Public Library of America 
(DPLA) 
dp.la 
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Permissions 
▸ Legal 
▸ Fair Use – non-commercial, educational, portion… 
▸ Creative Commons licensing – granted by the copyright holder 
▸ Copyright transferred to the Archives (and from there perhaps to you 
via Archivist) 
▸ Copyright not known or not transferred – responsibility of the user 
▸ Institutional 
▸ Permission to publish 
▸ Requested or required credit lines: “Courtesy University Archives and 
Special Collections, University of Massachusetts Boston” 
▸ Collection restrictions for privacy or other reasons (set by donor) 
▸ Contact the archives for permission to use 
copyrighted materials in their collections or to find 
out about copyright status 
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UASC Can Help! 
▸ Joanne Riley 
University Archivist 
joanne.riley@umb.edu  
 
▸ Andrew Elder 
Digital Archives and Outreach Librarian 
    andrew.elder@umb.edu  
 
▸ Jessica Holden 
Archival Reference and Processing Librarian 
jessica.holden@umb.edu 
 
For consultations and permissions requests 
for archival resources: 
General Archival Questions: library.archives@umb.edu  
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Thank you! 
Questions? 
Comments? 
Discussion? 
